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For 46 years he served alongside the 

faculty of SAU, the last 13 as president. 
Dr. Rankin made a career out of help-
ing students and facilitating growth at 
the school. His vision to improve aca-
demic programs and expand campus re-
sources has been a success; benefiting 
the community and creating a new 
standard for education. 

Since becoming president in 2002, Dr. 
Rankin helped grow graduate enroll-
ment 200 percent. Throughout his pres-
idency SAU has not only seen record 
enrollment, but record development as 
well. Construction of state-of-the-art 
academic buildings, upgraded athletic 
facilities, a 30,000-square-foot agri-
culture center and a $17.5 million 
Science Center are just a few of the 
projects championed by Dr. Rankin. 

Public service is a cornerstone of Dr. 
Rankin’s life. Serving as president of 
SAU is certainly enough to stay busy, 
but his commitment to the community 
and the State keep him active in a va-
riety of other roles including as the 
chair of the Golden Triangle Economic 
Development Council. During his ten-
ure he also served as the economic ad-
visor to two Arkansas Governors. He is 
an active member of Central Baptist 
Church in Magnolia where he teaches 
Sunday school. 

I congratulate Dr. David Rankin for 
his outstanding achievements in edu-
cation and the community. I have ap-
preciated his friendship and enjoyed 
supporting his efforts to continue mak-
ing his vision for SAU a reality. I wish 
him continued success. SAU is a much 
improved school thanks to his leader-
ship and years of dedication to this in-
stitution.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United 
States submitting a treaty which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1560. An act to improve cybersecurity 
in the United States through enhanced shar-
ing of information about cybersecurity 
threats, to amend the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 to enhance multi-directional 
sharing of information related to cybersecu-
rity risks and strengthen privacy and civil 
liberties protections, and for other purposes. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. 1086. A bill to establish an insurance pol-
icy advisory committee on international 
capital standards, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. KIRK): 

S. 1087. A bill to require Amtrak to propose 
a pet policy that allows passengers to trans-
port domesticated cats and dogs on certain 
Amtrak trains, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and 
Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 1088. A bill to amend the National Voter 
Registration Act of 1993 to provide for voter 
registration through the Internet, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Rules 
and Administration. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr. 
BENNET): 

S. 1089. A bill to encourage and support 
partnerships between the public and private 
sectors to improve our nation’s social pro-
grams, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself and Mr. 
CRUZ): 

S. 1090. A bill to amend the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act to provide eligibility for broad-
casting facilities to receive certain disaster 
assistance, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1091. A bill for the relief of Alfredo 

Plascencia Lopez; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1092. A bill for the relief of Ruben 

Mkoian, Asmik Karapetian, and Arthur 
Mkoyan; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1093. A bill for the relief of Jose Alberto 

Martinez Moreno, Micaela Lopez Martinez, 
and Adilene Martinez; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1094. A bill for the relief of Javier Lopez- 

Urenda and Maria Leticia Arenas; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1095. A bill for the relief of Jorge Rojas 

Gutierrez and Oliva Gonzalez Gonzalez; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1096. A bill for the relief of Joseph Gabra 

and Sharon Kamel; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1097. A bill for the relief of Alicia 

Aranda De Buendia; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN: 
S. 1098. A bill for the relief of Esidronio 

Arreola-Saucedo, Maria Elna Cobian 
Arreola, Nayely Arreola Carlos, and Cindy 
Jael Arreola; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

By Mr. SCOTT (for himself and Mrs. 
SHAHEEN): 

S. 1099. A bill to amend the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act to provide 
States with flexibility in determining the 
size of employers in the small group market; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. THUNE: 
S. 1100. A bill to require State and local 

government approval of prescribed burns on 
Federal land during conditions of drought or 
fire danger; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry by unani-
mous consent with instructions that if the 
bill is reported by that Committee, the bill 
be referred to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. BENNET: 
S. 1101. A bill to amend the Federal Food, 

Drug, and Cosmetic Act to provide for the 
regulation of patient records and certain de-
cision support software; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. MURPHY): 

S. 1102. A bill to provide for institutional 
risk-sharing in the Federal student loan pro-
grams; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. RISCH, and Mr. CRAPO): 

S. 1103. A bill to reinstate and extend the 
deadline for commencement of construction 
of a hydroelectric project involving Clark 
Canyon Dam; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, and Mr. RISCH): 

S. 1104. A bill to extend the deadline for 
commencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project involving the Gibson Dam; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 27 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) and the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. COLLINS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 27, a bill to make wildlife 
trafficking a predicate offense under 
racketeering and money laundering 
statutes and the Travel Act, to provide 
for the use for conservation purposes of 
amounts from civil penalties, fines, 
forfeitures, and restitution under such 
statutes based on such violations, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 33 
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 

names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) and the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. FLAKE) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 33, a bill to provide certainty with 
respect to the timing of Department of 
Energy decisions to approve or deny 
applications to export natural gas, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 127 
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
127, a bill to prohibit Federal funding 
for motorcycle checkpoints, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 335 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
PORTMAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 335, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to improve 529 
plans. 

S. 394 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
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394, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently ex-
tend the 15-year recovery period for 
qualified leasehold improvement prop-
erty, qualified restaurant property, and 
qualified retail improvement property. 

S. 467 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 467, a bill to reduce recidivism 
and increase public safety, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 471 
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 471, a bill to improve the provision 
of health care for women veterans by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 498 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
498, a bill to allow reciprocity for the 
carrying of certain concealed firearms. 

S. 502 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Minnesota (Mr. 
FRANKEN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 502, a bill to focus limited Federal 
resources on the most serious offend-
ers. 

S. 590 
At the request of Mrs. MCCASKILL, 

the names of the Senator from Alaska 
(Mr. SULLIVAN) and the Senator from 
California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 590, a bill to amend 
the Higher Education Act of 1965 and 
the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus 
Security Policy and Campus Crime 
Statistics Act to combat campus sex-
ual violence, and for other purposes. 

S. 607 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 607, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for a 
five-year extension of the rural com-
munity hospital demonstration pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

S. 615 
At the request of Mr. CORKER, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 615, a bill to provide for con-
gressional review and oversight of 
agreements relating to Iran’s nuclear 
program, and for other purposes. 

S. 648 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 648, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to improve 
formulary requirements for prescrip-
tion drug plans and MA–PD plans with 
respect to certain categories or classes 
of drugs. 

S. 665 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) was added as a cosponsor of S. 

665, a bill to encourage, enhance, and 
integrate Blue Alert plans throughout 
the United States in order to dissemi-
nate information when a law enforce-
ment officer is seriously injured or 
killed in the line of duty, is missing in 
connection with the officer’s official 
duties, or an imminent and credible 
threat that an individual intends to 
cause the serious injury or death of a 
law enforcement officer is received, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 698 

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name 
of the Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
ROUNDS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
698, a bill to restore States’ sovereign 
rights to enforce State and local sales 
and use tax laws, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 843 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 843, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to count a pe-
riod of receipt of outpatient observa-
tion services in a hospital toward satis-
fying the 3-day inpatient hospital re-
quirement for coverage of skilled nurs-
ing facility services under Medicare. 

S. 860 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
860, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the estate 
and generation-skipping transfer taxes, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 891 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 891, a bill to amend the 
Tariff Act of 1930 to facilitate the ad-
ministration and enforcement of anti-
dumping and countervailing duty or-
ders, and for other purposes. 

S. 901 

At the request of Mr. MORAN, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 901, a bill to establish in the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs a na-
tional center for research on the diag-
nosis and treatment of health condi-
tions of the descendants of veterans ex-
posed to toxic substances during serv-
ice in the Armed Forces that are re-
lated to that exposure, to establish an 
advisory board on such health condi-
tions, and for other purposes. 

S. 993 

At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the 
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
993, a bill to increase public safety by 
facilitating collaboration among the 
criminal justice, juvenile justice, vet-
erans treatment services, mental 
health treatment, and substance abuse 
systems. 

S. 996 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. UDALL) was added as a cosponsor 

of S. 996, a bill to facilitate nationwide 
availability of volunteer income tax 
assistance for low-income and under-
served populations, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1013 
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1013, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide for 
coverage and payment for complex re-
habilitation technology items under 
the Medicare program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1014 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1014, a bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to en-
sure the safety of cosmetics. 

S. 1049 
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the 

names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) and the Senator from Michi-
gan (Ms. STABENOW) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1049, a bill to allow the 
financing by United States persons of 
sales of agricultural commodities to 
Cuba. 

S. 1056 
At the request of Mr. REID, his name 

was added as a cosponsor of S. 1056, a 
bill to eliminate racial profiling by law 
enforcement, and for other purposes. 

S. 1062 
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the 

name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1062, a bill to improve the Fed-
eral Pell Grant program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1074 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. JOHNSON) and the Senator from 
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1074, a bill to clarify 
the status of the North Country, Ice 
Age, and New England National Scenic 
Trails as units of the National Park 
System, and for other purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 10 
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
ROBERTS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. Con. Res. 10, a concurrent resolution 
supporting the designation of the year 
of 2015 as the ‘‘International Year of 
Soils’’ and supporting locally led soil 
conservation. 

S. RES. 140 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 140, a resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate regarding the 100th 
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. 

S. RES. 144 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 144, a resolution sup-
porting the mission and goals of 2015 
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, 
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which include increasing public aware-
ness of the rights, needs, and concerns 
of, and services available to assist, vic-
tims and survivors of crime in the 
United States. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1151 
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 1151 intended to be pro-
posed to H.R. 1191, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ensure 
that emergency services volunteers are 
not taken into account as employees 
under the shared responsibility re-
quirements contained in the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

f 

STATEMENT ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. 
MURPHY): 

S. 1102. A bill to provide for institu-
tional risk-sharing in the Federal stu-
dent loan programs; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, today post-
secondary education is required for 
most family-sustaining, middle-class 
jobs, and an educated workforce is es-
sential to a modern, productive econ-
omy. A recent report by the George-
town University Center on Education 
and the Workforce found that college- 
intensive business services have re-
placed manufacturing as the largest 
sector in the U.S. economy, and that 
while college-educated workers make 
up only 32 percent of the workforce, 
they now produce more than 50 percent 
of the Nation’s economic output, up 
from 13 percent in 1967. Median annual 
earnings for bachelor’s degree holders 
were $23,000 higher compared to high 
school graduates in 2014. 

Yet just as there is growing recogni-
tion that postsecondary education is 
indispensable in the modern economy, 
families are being required to shoulder 
growing debt burdens that threaten ac-
cess to college. 

According to a recent analysis of stu-
dent loan debt by the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York, between 2004 and 
2014, there was an 89 percent increase 
in the number of student loan bor-
rowers and a 77 percent increase in the 
average balance size. Today, over 40 
million Americans have student loan 
debt. 

This is a growing drag on our econ-
omy. As student loan debt has grown, 
young adults have put off buying 
homes or cars, starting a family, sav-
ing for retirement, or launching new 
businesses. They have literally mort-
gaged their economic future. 

We know that student loan borrowers 
are struggling. Default rates are on the 
rise. The Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York reported that the number of bor-
rowers who default each year increased 
from about half a million 10 years ago 
to 1.2 million annually in 2011 and 2012. 
Only 37 percent of borrowers are cur-

rent on their loan and actively paying 
down their debt. 

We cannot tackle the student loan 
debt crisis without States and institu-
tions also stepping up and taking 
greater responsibility for college costs 
and student borrowing. 

That is why I am pleased to intro-
duce the Protect Student Borrowers 
Act with Senators DURBIN, WARREN, 
and MURPHY to ensure there is more 
skin in the game when it comes to stu-
dent loan debt by setting stronger mar-
ket incentives for colleges and univer-
sities to provide better and more af-
fordable education to students, which 
will in turn help put the brakes on ris-
ing student loan defaults. 

The Protect Student Borrowers Act 
will hold colleges and universities ac-
countable for student loan defaults by 
requiring them to repay a percentage 
of defaulted loans. Only institutions 
that have 25 percent or more of their 
students borrow would be included in 
risk sharing based on their cohort de-
fault rate. Risk-sharing requirements 
would kick in when the default rate ex-
ceeds 15 percent. As the institutional 
default rate rises, so too will the insti-
tution’s risk-share payment. 

The Protect Student Borrowers Act 
also provides incentives for institu-
tions to take proactive steps to ease 
student loan debt burdens and reduce 
default rates. Colleges and universities 
can reduce or eliminate their payments 
if they implement a comprehensive 
student loan management plan. The 
Secretary may waive or reduce the 
payments for institutions whose mis-
sion is to serve low-income and minor-
ity students, such as community col-
leges, Historically Black Institutions, 
or Hispanic Serving Institutions pro-
vided that they are making progress in 
their student loan management plans. 

The risk-sharing payments will be in-
vested in helping struggling borrowers, 
preventing future default and delin-
quency, and reducing shortfalls in the 
Pell Grant program. 

With the stakes so high for students 
and taxpayers, it is only fair that insti-
tutions bear some of the risk in the 
student loan program. 

We need to tackle student loan debt 
and college affordability from multiple 
angles. And we need all stakeholders in 
the system to do their part. With the 
Protect Student Borrowers Act, we are 
providing the resources and incentives 
for institutions to take more responsi-
bility to address college affordability 
and student loan debt and improve stu-
dent outcomes. I urge my colleagues to 
cosponsor this bill and look forward to 
working with them to include it and 
other key reforms in the upcoming re-
authorization of the Higher Education 
Act. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, Mr. RISCH, and Mr. 
CRAPO): 

S. 1103. A bill to reinstate and extend 
the deadline for commencement of con-
struction of a hydroelectric project in-

volving Clark Canyon Dam; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today, I 
introduce two bills, S. 1103 and S. 1104, 
with my colleague from Montana, Sen-
ator JON TESTER, my Idaho colleagues 
Senators RISCH and CRAPO and also my 
counterpart in the House, Montana’s 
Representative RYAN ZINKE. Current 
uncertainty in the permitting process 
threaten sources of clean, renewable 
power in my State. My bills would 
allow the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission to extend a license for 
nonfederal hydropower development on 
existing dams in my state of Montana. 

The first bill would extend for 3 years 
a contract for hydropower development 
on the Clark Canyon Dam in Dillon, 
Montana. The bill would allow for con-
struction and operation of a project 
that would power about 1,200 homes 
each year with clean, renewable hydro-
power, while replacing 18,000 metric 
tons of carbon each year. The bill 
would help create 30 to 40 jobs during 
construction. Further, the project 
would produce $611,000 in State and 
Federal taxes over the first 5 years of 
operation and $37,000 in property tax 
contributions over the first 5 years. 

The second bill would provide a 6 
year contract extension for nonfederal 
hydropower development on the Gibson 
Dam, near August and Choteau Mon-
tana. Once completed, the project will 
provide for decades of stable of tax rev-
enues per year to each Teton and Lewis 
and Clark Counties, the state of Mon-
tana, and the Federal Government. 
Gibson Hydro project will benefit the 
environment as they are required by 
their FERC license to incorporate 
measures in their operations and con-
struction that would enhance fish and 
wildlife resources, water quality, rec-
reational and aesthetic resources. Fur-
ther, the project would replace 40,000 
tons of carbon per year and will 
strengthen the irrigation component of 
the Gibson Dam by providing a portion 
of the power sales to Greenfields Irriga-
tion District to support irrigation im-
provements, operations, water con-
servation and usage enhancements. 
This bill will help create 15–25 con-
struction jobs, $1 million in local rev-
enue over 2 years, and $4–5 million in 
wages during construction phase and 
over $200,000 per year for the Sun River 
Cooperative. 

Hydropower development must be a 
key component of our Nation’s all-of- 
the-above strategy to meet our Na-
tion’s needs. Passing these bills will 
show the Senate’s commitment to hy-
dropower as a clean source of power for 
our country. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bills be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bills were ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 1103 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
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